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CAMPO 
3300 N. Interstate 35, Suite 630 
Austin, Texas 78705 

 

December 31, 2018 

 

Re: CAMPO 2045 / RAP Public Comment 
 

Please find enclosed preliminary public comments from Safer71, Inc. in relation to SH71 West. 

The included comments are provided in addition to the many community comments that Safer71 has 
assisted in providing to CAMPO in relation to roadway projects needed to support congestion relief, 
improved safety, network connectivity, and future economic growth. 

It is our hope that SH71 will be included prior to Phase 3 public comment, and that we will provide a more 
detailed and formal comment at that time as part of the final public comment process in conjunction with 
projects that have been identified / implemented by TxDOT and/or Travis County. 

We look forward to our continued relationship and supporting the efforts of CAMPO in achieving the 
safest and most efficient mobility solutions for Central Texas. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Greg Short 
President, Safer71 

 

Encl:   Roadway Project Criteria Responses and supporting Appendices. 

 

 



P2 Public Comment Roadway Project Selection Criteria Responses 

1 

Criteria Value Performance Measure 

Planning 10 
The project has undergone a comprehensive planning process or is 
identified as a priority in a local or regional transportation plan. 

SH71 west of RR620 Does not currently have any comprehensive plans in place, 
nor has it been identified as a priority project by Travis County, TxDOT, or 
CAMPO. 

Safer71 submits that this is due to an oversight on the growth rates in this area 
and is actively working with Epi Gonzales at TxDOT and Commissioner 
Daugherty in Travis County to establish appropriate plans for the corridor in 
order for it to receive a comprehensive plan in the future. 

System 
Preservation 

5 
The project includes work that will help preserve the existing 
transportation system. 

Any future project will focus on expanding on the existing 
transportation system.  Some elements of future projects may replace 
existing turn lanes with medians and other safety improvements, but 
the vast majority of work will preserve the existing transportation 
systems. 

Safer71 submits that the long term project will focus on expanding the 
existing MAD-4 to a MAD-6 configuration with physical medians in 
areas where additional safety is required.  The current MAD-4 will be 
preserved.  Expansion to the MAD-6 will by its nature extend the life 
of the existing MAD-4 configuration.   

It may be appropriate to add additional ROW during this effort to 
support multi-modal options in the future (such as rail) along this 
corridor. 

Modification 5 
Project includes modifications that improve existing facility 
operations. 

The current MAD-4 configuration and intersections along SH71 
west of RR620 have numerous deficiencies:  (i) the majority of 
intersections are already operating at LOS-D levels; (ii) many 
existing driveways and entrances/exits lack acceleration/deceleration 
lanes to provide for safe ingress/egress; (iii) the nature of the roads 
with blind corners and hills, water drainage issues, and orientation to 
east/west sun increases the dangers on this road and the likelihood of 
crossing lanes for collisions. 
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Additionally, due to existing conditions in the area, SH71 is the sole 
option for commuters accessing major amenities in Bee Cave or 
Austin, and other regional transit options (such as Austin-Bergstrom 
Airport).   

 

Ongoing growth in neighboring counties will also increase transit 
along SH71 eastwards. 

 

Moving to a MAD-6 configuration ahead of the growth curve will 
reduce crash incidents and fatalities, be cheaper in terms of ROW 
acquisition, and be less disruptive to the public in its implementation 
while the population is lower.  Delays in moving forward with this 
effort will only result in significant increases in cost, public 
inconvenience, and safety risk. 

 
 

Congestion 
and Mobility 

10 
The project removes a bottle neck, improves person per hour 
throughput in a congested area or reduces vehicle emissions. 
 
There are numerous intersections on SH71 west of RR620 that are at 
LOS-F during peak hours (Hamilton pool road, Bee Creek Road), with 
the majority of other intersections at LOS-D.   
 
By 2020 there will be 2 additional schools along this corridor, over 
2,000 new home units, and  numerous new commercial buildings.  
There are an additional 2 school sites also identified for construction 
by 2024, and over 6,000 additional units by 2024. 
 
The Travis County Transportation Blueprint identifies that this area 
will be severely congested by 2045 with existing infrastructure (See 
Appendix B).  
 
Improving intersections and moving to a MAD-6 configuration will 
support increased traffic flow and improved safety. 
 

5 
The project fills a gap, removes a barrier and enhances network 
connectivity. 
 
As part of moving to a MAD-6 configuration, Safer71 submits that 
changes should be recommended to the Travis County permitting process 
that requires planning of connector roads between future sub-division and 
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commercial projects to reduce SH71 traffic volume. 
 
Additionally, this would significantly improve transportation between 
Marble Falls and Austin, which is a major supplier of construction 
materials to Central Texas. 
 

5 The project creates transportation network redundancy. 
 
The current project does not add significant redundancy to west-east transit 
between Marble Falls and Austin if implemented alone. 

 

Should future improvements occur to connect north and south Lake Travis to 
RR620 or SH71, a MAD-6 configuration would be highly advantageous in 
supporting increased traffic along this network.  

SH71 is more likely to be the primary access point for any such connection in the 
future across Lake Travis as RR620 is already built up beyond easy 
implementation. 

 

 
Safety 

10 
The project addresses a severe crash rate higher than CAMPO 
regional average (including pedestrian and bicycle crash rates). 
 
Since 2014 there have been over 96 injury collisions and 20 fatalities in 
the 14 mile stretch between Burnet County and RR620 on SH71 (see 
Appendix A).   
 
The majority of these fatalities have been due to cars turning at 
intersections, or lack of physical medians preventing cross-lane 
collisions. 
 
Moving to a MAD-6 design with physical medians in identified high risk 
areas supports safer intersection implementation and prevents head-on 
collisions. 
 
Should ROW be acquired for future rail as part of the project, this would 
lay a significant foundation for future multi-modal transit, providing 
longer life-use of the MAD-6 improvement and by reducing the volume 
of traffic, increased safety. 
 

5 The project addresses additional safety issues. 
 
Sh71 from RR620 to the Burnet County line is a high volume traffic zone for 
schools, families, community facilities.  Serious collisions in this area are more 
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likely to have higher injury counts due to passenger occupancy levels. 
 
By moving to a MAD-6 design with physical medians in high risk areas, and 
supporting multi-modal transit options, this can dramatically improve safe access 
to facilities and schools. 
 

 
Regional 
Impact 

10 
The project is located on an existing or proposed regionally 
significant facility. 
 
SH71 west of RR620 is not currently identified by CAMPO on 2040 
RTP as regional significant.   
 
Safer71 submits this classification is incorrect and fails to reflect 
that it is the sole east-west access corridor for Western Travis 
County south of Lake Travis until Marble Falls, where 281 can 
connect to 290 or 29. 
 
Growth rates in this area have been in excess of 15% for the last 5 
years, greatly outpacing the regional average.  In addition, 47% of 
the population in the LTISD boundary (which is the majority of this 
corridor) is under the age of 17.  This means that a large shift in new 
drivers is to be expected in coming years as these children mature 
into commuting adults (Source: LTISD Demographic Update Feb 
2017, Pg 27). 

 
Safer71 requests that SH71 be recognized as regionally significant as 
part of the CAMPO 2045 and RAP plans. 
 

5 
The project is on a designated or proposed truck, heavy-cargo, 
hazardous material or evacuation route. 
 
SH71 is currently a major trucking arterial between Marble Falls 
quarries and cement facilities and neighboring counties.   
 
It is the sole east-west access corridor for Western Travis County 
south of Lake Travis until Marble Falls, where 281 can connect to 
290 or 29.  As such, it is a critical evacuation route for residents in 
the area.  
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Social and 

Environmental 
Impacts 

 
5 

The project serves traditionally underserved populations including low-
income, minority, elderly, disabled, and limited English proficiency 
households. 
 
Western Travis County has traditionally not been a minority population. 
 

5 
The project has incorporated measures that reduce, minimize or avoid 
negative impacts to the environment or cultural resources. 
 
The project has not yet been designed, but historical efforts in this area 
have always required high environmental compliance in order to proceed. 
 

 
Multimodal 

Elements 

 
5 

The project provides pedestrian/bicycle accommodations identified in the 
Regional Active Transportation Plan or a locally adopted transportation 
plan. 
 
This project would not focus on bicycle or pedestrian elements, except as they 
may connect to a multi-modal junction point in the future. 
 

5 The project includes transit elements or service routes. 
 
SH71 west of RR620 currently is not serviced by any mass transit or service 
routes. 
 

 
Economic 

Development 

5 
The project supports local, regional or state economic development plans 
and strategies. 
 
Western Travis County is one of the fastest growing areas of the United 
States.  Improving transit connectivity between Marble Falls and Austin for 
vehicle traffic is essential to supporting this growth. 

 

In addition, consideration of rail services to connect Marble Falls, Spicewood, 
Bee Cave, Oak Hill, and Austin along this corridor would allow for an 
enormous improvement in housing options and office/commercial locations in 
the future spurring further economic growth in the region.  

 

ProjectConnect already proposes a rail connection at Oak Hill that this project 
could provide the ROW for in the future along SH71. 
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Appendix A – Crash Data 

 

 



P2 Public Comment Roadway Project Selection Criteria Responses 

7 
 

Appendix B – Congestion Data 

 

 

Source: Travis County Transportation Blueprint 2045 (Draft, Oct 2018)  


